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local authorities were so great as to attract persons of weight
and influence to serve their country voluntarily in the cause of
public education, and also to attract some of the ablest men
and women as officials. If, however, many of the old school-
board areas were too small, the complaint commonly made
about the new educational areas was that some of them were
too large, so that "the behaviour of a bureaucracy uTa pro-
vincial capital of an extensive county area is almost as detached
from the will of the humblest sort of citizen as are the edicts of
a secretary at Whitehall." It is to be noted, however, that in
some areas a considerable amount of devolution of power to
district committees is practised. The areas of the English local
authorities were so large that an immense amount of detail,'
much of it very important, was practically removed from
popular control, which was not so much the case under the old
school boards. But when an issue was a grave one, affecting the
daily lives of the masses of the people, popular control might
at any time make itself felt at the elections. It was for that
reason that the provision for continuation schools made in
the Act of 1918 was never carried into effect. The whole
situation has been transformed by the Education Act, 1944.
The position The state, acting through the central and the
of the parent local education authorities, wields an immense
influence over the children of the country, and
an increasing influence over the adolescents. This assumption
of power and influence on the part of the state has not come
without a struggle, because historically there have been other
claimants for the care of the rising generation. First, there is
the obvious claim of the family, about which something was
said in an earlier chapter. We saw that in a primitive state of
society, the child's education is conducted entirely in the home.
The boy learns from his father the arts of hunting, fishing, and
building after a rude fashion; and the girl learns from her
mother the arts of cooking, weaving, and so on. Such are the